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TO  THE  CHAIRMM  AND  THE  COUNCILLORS  OF  DOWmAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1971 » 
Vital  Statistics 


These  show  that  there  has  been  a net  loss  of  population  in  our  area 
of  1908  in  the  past  yearo 

The  figures  for  infant  mortality  are  satisfactory*  There  were  no 
maternal  deaths* 

The  pattern  of  deaths  remains  much  as  in  previous  years  with  the 
main  causes  shown  as  ischaemic  heart  disease,  cerebrovascular  heart  disease, 
bronchitis  and  lung  cancer* 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


The  County  Services  in  this  department  continue  at  a satisfactory 
level,  with  protection  continuing  to  be  given  against  measles  and  rubella* 
In  general,  the  health  of  the  school  population  remains  satisfactory* 

There  is  nothing  else  of  particular  note  ajid  this  is  a satisfactory 
state  of  affairs* 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
constant  interest  and  support,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  painstaking  work  throughout  the  year. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant. 


John  Mc*D.  Hanley, 

County  Departmental  Medical  Officer 
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Section  A 


Live  Births  »»  oo  o.  «<>  

Rate  per  1,000  population  » oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales oo  o# 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  o# 

Deaths  (ail  causes^  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  #0 

Rat e per  1 , 000  polula t xon  o 00  00  oo  #0  00  00  00  00  00 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  00  00  00  00  00  00  oo  00  00 

Still  Births  o#  00  oo  oo  00  00  00  oo  00  00  00  00  00  00 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  Still  Births  00  00  00  00  00 

Ditto  for  Enland  and  Wales  «,o  .o  o#  00  00  00  o.  00  00 

lotal  Live  and  Still  Births  *0  00  oo  oo  00  00  #0  00  #0  00 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  ec  00  00  00  00 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  Live  Births  o# 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  .o  .o  

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births  00  00  00 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births. o 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  under.  1 week  per  1,000  total  Live  Births)  o o.  o«  o<> 
Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  Live  Births)  

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000 
total  Live  emd  Still  Births)  00  

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths  00  eo  ee  00  o*  00  o.  00  eo  o«  oe  o. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  .»  ..  •»  .o  .. 


404 

16.9 

16,0 

5 

196 

9o6 

II06 


12 

12 

409 

6 


15 

18 

16 


15 


15 


27 


NIL 

NIL 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  - 1971 


ooeoooooooooooooeoeeooeoooeooooe 


e • o o o » o I 


Number  of  Parishes 
Area  (in  acres) 

Population,  1951  (Census) 

Population,  I96I  (Census) 

Population,  1971  (Census) 

Estimated  number  of  separate  Dwellings  occupied  Nov.  1971 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1971 
Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  1971-72 


o o o e e e o 


>eeooeeeeooeeooeooeooooe«ooooeoeoQ*oee 

eeoeeoeee«oooe«o*oeo«»oeeooooeooooeoe 


o«oooeoeoeooooooeoeeoeoeooooeoeeoooeo 

opoooeoooopeopooooooeee«eoooeoeoeoooe 


o o o o e 


oeopoppopooooooppoeoeeoooooop 


eoooooeocpoeooooecpoe 


53 

124,152 

19,962 

25,655 

24,520 
7,726 
695,255 
£6,  655 
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Section  B 


I o County  Medical  Services 

(a)  District  Nursing  Sisters,  District  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors 

Attachment  to  General  Practitioners  is  now  fully  implemented  and 
information  regarding  these  services  may  be  obtained  fi'om  the  Area 
Nursing  Officer,  Local  Health  Office,  15,  Nelson  Street,  King’s  Lynn* 

(Telo  King's  Lynn  3643) o 

(b)  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Services 

All  Ambulances  are  now  under  overall  supervision  by  the  Ambulance 
Control  Centre,  County  Hall,  Norwicho 

All  ambulance  calls  for  V/est  Norfolk  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulance 
sub-control  centre,  Wellesley  Street,  King’s  Lynno  (Telo  King’s  Lynn 
4686)  and  Emergency  (Telo  King’s  Lynn  4298/9) <> 

Infectious  Diseases  cases  are  conveyed  by  King’s  Lynn  or  Norwich 
Infectious  Disease  Ambulanceso 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  administered  from  the  Ambulance  Sub-Control 
Centre,  Wellesley  Street,  King’s  Lynn  (Telephone  King’s  Lynn  3503  & 39'lO)  o 

(c)  Child  Health  Clinic 

(i)  Downham  Market  - 2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  2 pomo  - 4 pom* 

(ii)  Wimbotsham  - 1st  Thursday  of  each  month  2 porrio  - 4 porno 

(iii)  R.AoF.  Marham  - 1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  each  month  2 pomo  - 4 pomo 

A Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  at  the  above  Sessionso  Clinics  are 
also  held  monthly  between  2 poiiio  and  4 poffio  at  the  following  villages: 

Methwold  - 1st  Wednesday 
Southery  - 1st  Tuesday 
Wereham  - 1st  Tuesday 
Feltwell  - 2nd  Wednesday 
Watlington  - 1st  Friday 

(d)  Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  now  adi'iiinistered  by  the  Social  Services  Department  and 
applications  for  home  help  assistance  should  be  made  to  the  Area  Social 
Services  Officer,  Sto  James’  House,  King’s  Lynn  (Tel.  No.  King’s  Lynn  3643). 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Shown  below  are  figures  for  immunisations  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners  and  medical  staff  in  my  Local  Health  Area  during  1971 « 
This  area  also  embraces  Dovmham  Urban  and  Marshland  Rural  Districts. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


Primary  vaccination  Total Revaccination ^9/^ 


Under  5 

5-15 

Under  5 5 - 15 

123 

1 

1 

20 

143 

3 20 

23 

Tetanus 

Primary  courses Total  Reinforcing  Doses  Total 


Under  8 

8-15 

i 

1 

Under  8 

8-15 

i 

358 

43 

i 401 

; 

479 

442 

921  ! 
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Whooping  Cough 


Primary  Courses 

Total 

Reinforcing 

Doses 

Total 

Under  8 

8-13 

Under  8 

8-15 

291 

- 

291 

82 

2 

r 

Diphtheria 

Primary  Courses 

Total 

Reinforcing 

Doses  . 

Total 

Under  8 

8-15 

j Under  8 

8-15 

! 

358 

32 

390 

1 

1 474 

143 

617  j 

Poliomyelitis 

Primary  Courses 

Total 

Reinforcing 

Doses 

Total 

Under  8 

8-15 

i Under  8 

8-15 

i 

365 

34 

! 399 

1 464 

401 

865 ! 

BoC.Go  Vaccination 


I Number  given  the 

Number 

i Number  referred 

i preliminary  skin 

Vaccinated 

t for  Che^t  X-ray 

j test 

I 

I 

j 380 

340 

t 

! 

Meas3.es  Vaccination  Rubella  Vaccination 


Under  8 8 - 15 

Total  * 

Females  13  - "'4  1 

475  77 

552  I 

179  i 

2o  General  Medical  Services 


Norfolk  Executive  Council,  Horse  Fair  House,  17 » St«,  Faith's  Lane, 
Norwicho  Clerk:  F.Ho  Adams,  Esqo 

3o  Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

V/est  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  Hospitalo 
Males:  Tuesday  5»30  PoUio  - 7o00  p.mo 

Females  and  Children:  Tuesday  3o00  pomo 

4o  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Treatment  of  premises  and  articles  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Staffo 


Friday  4.00  p.m.  - 5«>00 
- 5o00  p.m.  Friday  3=00  p.m 
4o00  p.m. 
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Laboratory  Services 


(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwicho 
Under  the  direction  of  Dr®  I.M,  Dowsett. 

(b)  Public  Analyst,  Dr..  Eric  V/ood,  PhoD. , A.R.C.S,, 
FoR.I.Co,  Clarence  House,  6,  Clarence  Road,  Norwicho 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge o 


Table  NoJ 


SECTION  C 

STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1971 

Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratoiy  System  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  

Llalignant  Meoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc 

Ilalignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

Llalignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

Ivialignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Benign  and  unspecified  Neoplasms  

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  

Anaemias  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Liultiple  Sclerosis  

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

Asthma  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  system  

Ibptic  Ulcer  

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Other  Diseases,  G-e nit o-Ur inary  System  

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  system  

Congenital  Anomalies  

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc 

S' -mp toms  and  :I11  defined  cx^nditions  

Qthjr.r- Gp.un<?ss.  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  

Total  All  Causes 


1/iale 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

4 

10 

12 

- 

12 

3 

- 

3 

3 

3 

8 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

29 

16 

45 

3 

2 

5 

14 

16 

30 

2 

4 

6 

8 

5 

13 

14 

3 

17 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

7 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

115 

81 

196 
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Table  Noo  2 


NOTIFI/.BLE  DISS/.SES  - 197^ 
Notifi cat i on_  in  Age  j^roups 


MEASLES 


SCARLET  FEVER 


WHOOPING  COUGH 


TOTALS 


Ages 


-r- 


Under 

1 


1- 


2- 


> 


4- 


5- 

1 

4 


10- 

1 

4 


'r5- 


20- 


35- 


45- 


65- 


ilgc 

\in- 

known 


o 

c? 

tJ-p 

CD-rt 

> a 
o to 
s o 

K 


4 

14 


19 


to 

xi 

4-> 

d 

cu 


OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  DIPHTHERIA,  INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE,  MENINGITIS,  DYSENTERY,  FOOD 
POISONING,  ENCEPHi'ilTISo 


No  cases  recorded^ 


Table  Nop  5 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  - I97I 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DISEASE 

Jan. 

Febo 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

I MEASLES 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

u 

i SCARLET  FEVER 

- 

- 

1 

4 

7 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

i:.:.  . . 

- 

- 

1 

5 

9 

i!-: 
\\  • 
M ! 

ii  . « 

, 

. a.,  j 

1 

19 

OPTH/iLMIA  NEONATORUM,  MENINGITIS,  DIPHTHERIA,  INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE,  DYSENTERY,  FOOD 
POISONING , ENCEPHALITIS „ 

No  cases  recorded® 

NEV/  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  - I97I 
NIL 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 
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Section  D 


Report  of  the  Senior  Hiblic  Health  Inspector 
Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  enviromental  health  work  of  the 
Council  during  1971,  and  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  look  back  at  the  Council's 
Housing  progress  since  1945* 

The  year  was  marked  by  detailed  consideration  of  the  Governments  proposals 
for  the  Reorganisation  of  LocaJL  Government,  and  in  particular  the  allocation  of  main 
functions  to  County  Councils  and  District  Councils,  Various  discussion  documents 
were  issued  which  allocated  the  functions  of  clean  air  and  building  regulation 
enforcement  to  District  Council's,  a reversal  of  the  original  proposals,  although 
refuse  disposal  as  distinct  from  collection  was  still  allocated  to  the  Counties, 

The  urgency  of  the  need  for  main  sewage  facilities  throughout  the  District 
must  be  stressed.  The  possibilities  at  Hockwold  requires  resolving  urgently,  and 
the  parishes  of  Y^elney,  Stow  Bridge  and  Hordelph  should  receive  early  consideration, 

A notable  event  during  the  year  v/as  the  inaugtirg.tion  of  the  weelcly  refuse  e 
collection  service  which  had  been  recommended  for  mapy  years  by  your  Officers, 

The  staff  of  the  Department  remained  unchanged,  and  I again  record  ny 
indebtedness  to  them,  the  Council  and  all  ny  colleagues  for  their  willing  support, 
advice  and  generous  co-operation. 
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Summaiv  of  Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Y/ater  Supply  10 

Drainage  41 0 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  o. 231 

Rodent  Control  41 

Petroleum  18 

Factories  8 

Housing  2,252 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering  5I 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  6 

Shops  and  Offices  Act  I4 

Infectious  Diseases  24 

Fried  Fish  Shops  3 

Miscellaneous  Food  8 

Ice  Cream  Premises  2 

Grocers  I4 

Slaughterhouses  8 

Meat  Inspection  5II 

Butchers  24 

Licensed  Premises  6 

Noise  Abatement  18 

Civic  Amenities  Act  9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  1 

Caravan  Sites  83 

Clean  Air  32 

Miscellaneous  Visits  433 

Catering  Establishments  4 

Total:-  4, 221 


1966  - 5397  1967  - 4534  1968  - 4688  1969  - 4049  1970  - 4209 

It  should  be  noted  that  only  the  primary  purpose  of  each  visit  is 
recorded  to  give  the  monthly  and  annual  report  statistics.  Enquiry  is  often 
made  on  matters  covered  by  several  Acts  of  Parliment  at  one  premises, 

COMPLi.BlTS  MJD  NUISANCES  RL^GISTERED 


Drainage  90 

Housing  defects  8 

Refuse  collection  I6 

Smell  - various  28 

Dumping  of  Refuse  and  Litter  .,....,  14 

Noise  .,,,. 6 

Various  20 

Total:-  182 


Total  1969  “ 378  Total  1970  - 276 


The  reduction  in  the  nirraber  of  complaints  is  due  to  the  complete 
cessation  of  complaints  of  smell  arising  from  the  organic  fertiliser  factory 
at  Methv/old  I^/the,  a cure  having  been  found  in  thermal  after-burning,  i.erious 
complaints  of  smell  from  animal  by-products  factories,  intensive  farming  processes 
and  certain  others  continued  to  reach  Health  Departments  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Consequently  during  the  year  the  Department  of  the  Enviroment  set  up  a 
working  party  to  examine  the  problem  of  unpleasant  odours  emitted  by  offensive  and 
other  trades  and  to  make  recommendations  about  the  best  practical  means  for  their 
minimisation  and  suppression.  The  public  are  rightly  becoming  much  less  tolerant 
of  this  form  of  atmospheric  pollution  though  it  should  be  recognised  tha.t  the 
cost  of  prevention  can  be  extremely  high  in  some  cases,  arid  the  consumer  will 
inevitably  have  to  pay  higher  prices  iii  consequence. 

The  number  of  complaints  about  housing  defects  has  gone  dorm  veiy 
substantially  year  by  year  though  it  should  be  emphasised  that  the  total  of  8 
shown  relates  to  complaints  about  single  defects  or  groups  of  defects  and  not  to 
complaints  of  complete  d.isencliajitment  v/ith  the  condition  and  facilities  affecting 
particular  houses  vrhich  usually  sv/ell  your  Housing  Managers*  Council  House 
application  files.  In  addition,  of  course,  drainage  complaints  are  separately 
identified. 


Noise  (or  "urw;anted  sound")  levels  are  tending  to  increase  in  most 
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areas,  and  there  is  now  a far  greater  awareness  of  the  damage  to  health  or 
annoyance  that  can  result  from  such  pollution  and  that  much  noise  is  fairly  easily 
preventable  if  the  right  techniques  are  used.  In  country  areas  particularly, 
noisy  processes  and  equipment  such  as  ventilation  fans  make  a much  greater 
impact  on  the  resident  population  v/hen  started  up  owing  to  the  very  lov/  background 
noise  levels  hitherto  enjoyed.  Council's  and  their  officers  will  have  to  be 
constantly  on  the  alert  to  ensure,  that  reason  prevails. 

Noise  from  a forced  ventilation  installation  v/as  satisfactorily  abated 
during  the  year,  and  the  Council  becaiTie  a member  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Society, 

NOTICES 

39  informal  letters  and  3 formal  notices  were  served  in  addition  to 
Housing  Acts  Notices,  and  in  addition  verbal  notice  'was  often  sufficient  to  bring 
about  improvements  required, 

22  Notices  were  complied  w'ith,  as  Y/ere  Notices  served,  in  previous 

years. 


FOOD  AI'ID  FOOD  PREIIISES 

(a)  General 


Strenghtened  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  operated  from  March,  1971  and  a 
start  was  made  on  classifying  farming  businesses  including  the  packing  and  storing 
of  eggs,  fruit  or  vegetables.  There  are  several  large  establishments  involved, 
but  it  v/ill  take  some  time  to  cover  all  the  smaller  ones. 


In  May,  a most  valuable  report  giving  guidance  on  the  nutritional  and 
hygienic  .iraplicat ions  of  pre-cooked  frozen  foods  was  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security,  Five  basifc  principals  should  be  applied  to  any  frozen 
food  catering  system;- 

(i)  Modified  cooking  procedures  must  be  adliered  to  if  the  potentially 
high  nutritional  value  is  to  be  achieved, 

(ii)  Freezing  (or  pre-cooling  v/here  needed)  must  immediately  follow 
cooking. 

(iii)  Food  that  has  been  issued  for  consumption  and  has  thawed  either 

partially  or  completely  must  not  be  allowed  back  to  the  freezers  or 
to  the  deep  freeze  stores, 

(iv)  Final  heating  must  immediately  follcf/Y  removal  from  frozen  or 

refrigerated  food  store  or  insulated  box.  The  use  of  a micro-wave 
oven  will  necessitate  a preliminary  thawing  operation  YYhich  must  be 
carefully  controlled. 

(v)  The  food  must  be  eaten  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  final  heating. 

There  were  again  no  businesses  operating  main]y  as  poultry  slaughtering 
premises  and  no  joremises  where  "stunning  before  slaughter"  was  carried  out  which 
v/ould  require  registration  under  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  196?.  Nev/ 
Regulations  to  secure  humane  slaughter  came  into  force  on  1st  August,  1971,  and 
these  apply  in  all  premises,  vdiether  registered  or  not. 

There  are  no  depots  in  the  district  where  bulk  containers  of  imported 
food  are  opened  and  v^hich  in  consequence  v/ould  require  inspection  under  the 
Imported  Food  Regulations. 

The  County  Council's  staff  made  38  inspections  at  the  15  school  canteens 
in  the  area,  and  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory.  A small  quantiiy  of 
food  v/as  condemed. 

At  31st  December,  the  follov/ing  food  businesses  were  operating  from 
premises  in  the  District: - 

9 Fried  Fish  and  Chip  shops  (in  addition,  two  of  the  businesses 

operate  mobile  units), 

15  Butchers  Shops,  all  of  whom  manufacture  sausages  etc, 

A Licenced  slaughterhouses,  v/here  100^  meat  inspection  is  carried  out 

by  the  Council's  Officers, 

Cafes, 

Licenced  houses,  including  5 clubs. 
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2 Greengrocers, 

89  General  Food  Shops. 

1 Factory  Canteen. 

1 Flour  Depot. 

1 Bakehouse. 

92  Businesses  selling  ice-cream,  but  no  ice-cream  is  manufactored  in 

the  district. 


(b)  Meat  Inspection 

No  charges  were  made  for  the  service  as  allov/ed  by  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  as  all  meat  so  inspected  is  for  local  consumption;  in  addition,  no 
control  on  the  hours  of  slaughter  has  been  considered  necessary. 

Again,  there  v/as  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  and  no  case  of 
cyst ice rcosis. 

Effective  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  Norwich. 

A table  setting  out  the  statistics  follavs  later, 

(c)  Food  Contamination 

The  only  complaint  received  was  of  a mass  of  mould  spores  in  a bottle 
of  tomato  juice,  v/hich  v/as  found  to  liave  a chipped  top, 

(d)  Ivlilk  and  Dairies 


The  number  of  distributors  remained  at  9,  v/ith  18  dairies. 

Tests  of  milk  from  the  Council's  district  taken  by  the  County  Council's 
staff  in  1971  gave  the  follov/ing  results: - 

Biological  Examination  of  Llilk 

Five  samples  were  submitted  from  the  on]y  producer/ retailer  in  the 
district  and  all  proved  negative  to  brucella  abortus. 

l/iethylene  Blue  Examination  (untreated  milic) 

0n2y  one  sample  v/as  submitted  for  this  test  and  it  proved  satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Examination  (pasteurised  milk) 

Of  the  twenty-nine  samples  submitted  for  this  test  twenty-four  proved 
satisfactory  with  the  remaining  five  rendered  void  due  to  the  overnight  temperature 
at  the  laboratory  exceeding  70  r. 

Phosphatase  Examination  (pasteurised  milk) 

Twenty-nine  samples  were  submitted  and  all  satisfied  tire  test. 

Turbidity  Test  (sterilised  milk) 

One  sample  was  submitted  for  this  test  and  it  proved  satisfactory. 

School  Milic  Supplies 

Twenty-seven  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  All  satisfied  the 
phosphatase  test  and  nineteen  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  with  eight 
rendered  void. 

(e)  Slaughtermen 

At  31st  December,  the r were  again  13  licenced  slaughtermen  living  in 
the  District, 
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Condemned  Food 

Meat  at  Slaughterhouses 

Beasts 

Head  and  Offal 
Carcase  Meat 

Pigs 

Head  and  Offal 
Carcase  Meat 

Sheep 

Head  and  Offal 
Carcase  Meat 


IbSc. 

357 

Nil 


706 

^70 


2 

620 
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Other  Meat  and  Foods  IbSo 


Bcof  ' 59^ 

Veal  22 

Mutton  55^ 

Pork  '1 7 

Lambs  Liver  20 

Bacon  6 

Chicken  ^ 


Cartons  of  ice-cream 

(freezer  breakdown)  IO6 
Meat  and  r.iGccllanoous  food 

( freezer  breakdovm)  400 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART  DURING  THE  YEAR 


OFFENSIVE  TEADES 


There  v/ere  none  operating  in  the  District,  In  view  of  the  Council's 
e:>q)erience  over  the  smell  from  the  factoiy  at  Methwold,  enquiry  was  made  and  the 
Council  v/as  granted  Urban  Powers  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  control  offensive 
trades.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  it  v/as  decided  not  to  proceed  with  an 
application  for  an  Order  declaring  the  trade  of  Poultry  Ivlanure  Drying  to  be  an 
offensive  trade, 

LiOVEABLE  P.7ELLINGS 


During  August  there  were,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  168  permanent 
residential  caravans  in  the  district,  5 holiday  vans  (touring)  and  12f  holiday  vans 
(static)  together  v/ith  fisherman's  tents, 

\r: 

The  largest  sites  are  situated  at  Peltwell,  Iviarham  and  Shouldham,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  action  v/as  being  considered  to  secure  the  observance  of 
licence  conditions  at  several  sites  which  were  considered  to  have  fallen  below 
standard. 


Again,  there  was  no  solution  to  the  problem  of  an  occupied  van  parked 
on  a public  road  verge.  No  site  had  yet  been  established  in  the  vicinity  by  the 
County  Council  for  Gypsies  and  other  itinerant  persons  under  the  Caravan  Sites 
Act,  1968,  There  is  no  particular  problem  in  this  Council's  district. 

Planning  permission  for  a large  site  in  the  Northwold  area  was  refused 
after  a public  enquiiy  during  the  year, 

HOUSING 

(a)  General 


This  year  tables  have  been  compiled  to  shov/  progress  during  the  year 
and  progress  over  longer  periods  in  individual  parishes,  CertainHy,  the  mary 
sided  housing  problem  v/ill  always  be  v/ith  us  and  no  authority  or  persons  can 
ever  afford  to  be  the  least  bit  complacent;  there  is  much  to  be  done. 

Nevertheless  this  Rural  Council  is  entitled  to  take  stock  and  look 
back  on  some  solid  achievement  which  compares  veiy  favourably  with  the  record 
of  other  authorities,  I feel  certain  that  longer  serving  officers  and  Ilembers 
who  have  "travelled  the  district"  during  the  last  tiventy  years  will  admit  that 
there  has  been  a remarkable  improvement  in  housing  conditions.  Insanitary 
individual  housing  conditions  v/ere  certainly  deplorable  in  this  area  at  the  end 
of  the  T/ar,  and  the  Council  and  the  community  have  tackled  the  problem  energetically  , 
If  people  point  to  failures  revealed  by  the  analysis  and  to  "blots  on  the 
landscape"  which  still  require  removal,  then  a valuable  purpose  will  be  performed 
by  "mere  statistics". 

As  far  as  clearance  of  unfit  houses  are  concerned,  real  action 
commenced  in  1955,  and  from  the  1st  January’’  of  that  year  until  31st  December, 

1971,  a total  of  1,230  dwellings  were  either  demolished,  closed  or  repaired  to 
standard.  Some  40  dwellings  had  been  similarly  dealt  v/ith  from  the  end  of  the 
war  to  that  date.  In  addition  I67  converted  hutments  controlled  by  the  Council 
were  demolished.  All  the  private  dv/ellings  were  dealt  with  individually,  and 
not  by  "Clearance  Area"  action,  as  there  v/ere  very  few  "typical"  clearance  areas. 
Nevertheless,  the  designation  of  some  areas  might  have  helped  to  avoid  certain 
difficulties  still  apparent  today. 

Housing  progress  has  certainly  suffered  due  to  the  absence  of  main 
drainage  over  a large  part  of  the  district.  To  some  extent  this  also  applies  to 
the  designation  of  'General  Improvement  Areas'  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969* 
although  it  is  considered  that  there  are  fev/,  if  ary,  'typical'  areais  in  this 
District,  None  has  been  recommended  for  designation  so  far. 

From  1945  to  31st  December,  1971,  1,720  dv/ellings  were  erected  in  the 
District  by  private  enterprise.  Although  90  of  these  were  originally  temporary 
prefabricated  dwellings,  the  majority  were  converted  to  permanent  dwellings  by 
their  ov/ners. 

All  the  Council's  pre-war  council  houses  had  been  provided  with  modern 
amenities  by  1967. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS,  JAN.  TO  DEC,  1971 


Private 

i 

! Council  Dwell 's 

Discret 

0 Grants 

Standard  Grants 

Dwellings 

Completed 

Compl ’ d 

Under  Const 0 

Compl ' d 

Approved 

Compl’ d 

Approved 

Barton  Bendish 

1 

6 

3 

Boughton 

1 

3 

Crimpleshain 

2 

1 

Denver 

7 

12 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Dereham  West 

1 

6 

Downham  West 

1 

3 

Feltwell 

31' 

18 

1 

3 

2 

Fincham 

3 

3 

3 

Fordhara 

Hilgay 

2 

2 

4 

Hockwold 

10 

2 

Marham 

9 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Methvrold 

3 

6 

1 

4 

2 

Nordelph 

1 

3 

Northwold 

19 

3 

3 

1 

Riincton  Holme 

2 

2 

1 

Ryston 

Shouldham 

2 

2 

1 

4 

Shouldham  Tho 

2 

1 

Southery 

10 

1 

1 

Stoke  Ferry 

20 

11 

1 

1 

5 

Stow  Bardolph 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Stradsett 

Tottenhill 

3 

1 

Watlington 

k 

12 

8 

2 

4 

4 

Welney 

1 

3 

1 

V/e  reham 

1 

3 

Wo  St .Germans 

7 

3 

2 

WoStoMoMagc 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

W.StoMary's 

2 

1 

2 

Wimbotsham 

4 

4 

Wormegay 

4 

1 

1 

Wretton 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS: 

51 

81 

30 

37 

30 

Year:  1970 

168 

4l 

33 

17 

30 

63 

(16  Flats) 

1969 

90 

33 

37 

2 

3 

38 

62 

1968 

154 

30 

14 

3 

4 

67 

76 

- 15  - 


HOUSING  PROGRESS,  JAN.  TO  DECo  197 ^ 
(Continued) 


D.O's 

made 

C.C's 

made 

Unfit  dwellings 
demolished 

Unfit  dv/ellings 

Orders  removed  after 
repair 

Families  rehoused  by 
Council  from  unfit 
dwellings 

Barton  Bendisi: 

1 

9 

3 

Boughton 

2 

Crimplesham 

2 

1 

3 

Denver 

1 

3 

1 

’Derehara  West 

6 

1 

’Downharn  West 

2 

2 

4 

■ Feltwell 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

! Finchara 

1 

1 

1 

' Fordham 

1 

Hilgay 

3 

17 

2 

1 

Hockwold 

1 

3 

Marham 

6 

1 

4 

Methwold 

2 

1 

2 

3 

■ Nordelph 

3 

1 

iNorthwold 

9 

5 

4 

1 

3 

Runcton  Holme 

1 

1 

Ryston 

I Shouldham 

1 

1 

1 

Shouldham  Tho 

1 

1 

Southery 

4 

3 

Stoke  Ferry 

10 

1 

8 

Stow  Bardolph 

6 

1 

4 

1 

2 

• Stradsett 

. TOttenhill 

Watlington 

3 

5 

Welney 

1 

Wereham 

1 

3 

1 

1 

.W« St. Germans 

3 

2 

1 

. V/.StoMoMag. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

W.StoMary ’ s 

Wimbotsham 

1 

1 

, Wormegay 

1 

Wretton 

1 

1 

1 

' 



i 

TOTALS: 

68 

23  ' 1 

" i 

61 

t - 

37 

Year:  1970 

32 

23 

32 

11 

23 

1969 

49 

25 

17 

11 

20 

1968 

4l 

24 

40 

14 

23 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS  - GENERAL 


Noo  of  Pre-war 
Council  Houses 

NOo  of 

Post-war 

Council  Houses 
at  3^o12o71 

Other 

Dvi/ellings 

Cato  5 
Dwellings 
occupied 
at  31c12o71 

Estimated  Cato3 
dwellings  occupied 
at  3^1012071 

Barton  Benclish 

4 

8 

3 

7 

Boughton 

2 

2 

7 

6 

Crimplesham 

2 

22 

1 

1 

7 

Denver 

10 

87 

7 

15 

Dereham  West 

6 

14 

9 

10 

Downham  West 

14 

19 

4 

6 

Feltwell 

4o 

119 

7 

30 

Finchain 

2 

16 

6 

30 

12 

Fordhara 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

Hilgay 

28 

109 

17 

(16  Flats) 

14 

30 

Hockwold 

32 

26 

5 

25 

Marham 

6 

46 

12 

14 

Methwold 

■36 

92 

8 

(6  flats) 

10 

33 

Nordelph 

32 

16 

2 

3 

20 

Northwold 

24 

48 

22 

25 

Runcton  Holme 

4 

8 

If 

10 

Ryston 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Shouldham 

2 

6 

22 

20 

Shouldham  Th» 

- 

- 

3 

6 

Southery 

48 

86 

11 

28 

Stoke  Ferry 

8 

79 

3 

14 

20 

Stow  Bardolph 

30 

44 

— 

31 

Stradsett 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Tottenhill 

4 

- 

3 

6 

Watlington 

8 

48 

6 

23 

Welney 

14 

28 

7 

18 

We re ham 

2 

53 

9 

12 

Wo St c Germans 

36 

42 

7 

20 

WoStoMoMago 

22 

52 

16 

20 

WoStoMary' s 

- 

4 

1 

10 

Wimbotsham 

4 

50 

1 

15 

Wormegay 

- 

28 

1 

8 

Wretton 

- 

16 

1 

5 

9 

Downham  UcDoC. 

1 

, ■-  ' — t 

TOTALS: 

if20 

1168 

39 

259 

310 

- V - 


HOUSING  PROGRESS  - GENERAL 
(Continued) 


Discretionary  Grants 
Completed  (Octo195^ 
to  31/12/71) 

Standard  Grants 

Completed  (Augo  1959 
to  31/12/71) 

Barton  Bendish 

5 

18 

Bought on 

9 

9 

Crimplesham 

7 

7 

Denver 

10 

31 

Dereham  West 

7 

19 

Downhain  V/est 

3 

11 

Feltv;ell 

6 

30 

Fincham 

8 

22 

Fordham 

11 

4 

Hilgay 

39 

35 

Hockwold 

14 

12 

Marharn 

20 

13 

Methwold 

21 

28 

Nordelph 

7 

3 

Northwold 

10 

45 

Rune ton  Holme 

3 

12 

Ryston 

2 

5 

Shouldham 

14 

19 

Shouldham  Thorpe 

18 

7 

Southcry 

16 

25 

Stoke  Ferry 

4 

33 

Stov;  Bardolph 

34 

16 

Stradsett 

7 

5 

Tottenhill 

7 

17 

Watlington 

13 

18 

Welney 

14 

18 

We reham 

11 

12 

Wiggenhall  Sto  Germans 

3 

26 

Wiggenhall  Sto  Mary  Mago 

7 

25 

Wiggenhall  Sto  Mary's 

2 

10 

Wimbotsham 

11 

24 

Wormegay 

16 

17 

Wretton 

4 

8 

TOTALS: 

365 

584 
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No  applications  v^ere  received  for  either  Certificates  of  Disrepair  or 
cancellation  of  existing  Certificates, 

(c)  Waiting  Lists  for  Council  Houses 

At  31st  ilarch,  1972,  there  were  701  individual  applicantions  for 
accoiimodation  registered,  111  of  these  being  from  applicants  living  outside  the 
district  and  70  for  either  smaller  or  larger  accommodation. 

The  Parishes  of  Peltwell,  Denver  and  Hilgay  had  most  applications  in 
that  order  (83,  66  and  33) • 

HJBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

In  February,  the  Council  accepted  a report  on  an  Incentive  bonus 
scheme  from  the  Norfolk  County  Council's  Work  Study  Unit  which  was  designed  to 
provide  a weekly  "kerbside"  collection  service  to  replace  the  fortnightly  one. 

The  scheme  had  been  recommended  for  trial  by  your  Officers  and  accepted  by  the 
men  in  the  same  way. 

Implementation  v/as  from  26th  April,  and  though  various  adjustments  had 
to  be  made  and  difficulties  overcome,  the  service  v/as  maintained.  The  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected  in  a v/eek  v/as  shown  to  have  been 
undervalued,  and  the  'kerbside ' system  places  a particular  constraint  on  manage- 
ment in  that  the  public  must  be  kept  informed  of  every  alteration  made. 

The  scheme  must  be  constantly  maintained  to  be  meaningfull.j  -an  adequate 
allocatioh  of  Vvork  Stirdy  staffs  is  -neoessary-*-  it  v/as  not  available. 

Another  Dennis  'Paxit  70'  Continuous  loading  vehicle  v/as  purchased 
later  in  the  year  to  provide  extra  capacity  in  the  event  of  a breakdown,  and 
the  intention  was  to  dispose  of  a smaller  tipping  vehicle  as  soon  as  possible, 
leaving  a fleet  of  four  Dennis  Vehicles, 

The  Bray  Tractor  Shovel  continued  to  give  very  good  service,  and  it  is 
considered  that  the  condition  of  most  of  the  refuse  tips  in  use  improved.  Major 
difficulties  arose  at  the  Pincham  Tip,  however,  with  fires  and  congestion  due  in 
the  main  to  the  fact  that  a private  contractor  serving  the  R,A,P,  Station  at 
lilarham  had  to  be  allowed  facilities  every  day. 

The  Dairgerous  Litter  Act  was  passed  during  the  year  and  this  increased 
the  maximum  penalty  which  the  Courts  could  impose  from  £10  to  £100,  In  addition, 
the  Report  of  the  Report  of  the  Government  appointed  Working  Party  on  Refuse 
Disposal  was  published,  and  this  gave  far  reaching  advice  to  loc  ^1  authorities. 
Great  concern  v/as  also  building  up  about  the  disposal  of  toxic  substances,  and 
inquiry  v/as  being  made  throughout  the  Country  v/ith  a view  to  more  adequate  controls 
being  devised,  . 

The  removal  of  many  old  car  bodies  was  secured  informally  under  the 
provision  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act, 

(b)  Pail  Emptying 

The  weelcly  service  continued  in  Ten  Ivlile  Bank  (13  pails),  Downham  West 
and  Salters  Lode  (7  pails)  and  Fincham  (23  pails),  although  a contractor  took 
over  the  service  from  August  at  a charge  of  40p  per  pail, 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying 

The  number  of  cesspools  etc  emptied  increased  yet  again,  and  tv/o 
contractors  carried  out  the  bulk  of  the  work.  The  proportion  emptied  by  the 
Council's  vehicle  was  almost  doubled  owing  to  the  fact  that  pail  emptying  v/as 
relinquished, 

A new  1 ,200  gallon  capacity  Cesspool  Emptier  was  put  into  operation  on 
9th  August  to  replace  the  1,000  gallon  vehicle.  The  Council  decided  in  July  to 
continue  to  charge  63p  per  emptying,  this  amount  being  heavily  subsidised  from  the 
General  Rate  Fund,  - 19  - 


Nos  of  Cesspools  emptied 


YEAR 

PURLE  V;ASTE  DISPOSAL  LTD. 

COUNCIL 

EGMORE 

TOTAL 

196a 

783 

257 

1040 

1966 

1013 

325 

- 

1356 

1968 

1169 

484 

■58 

1732 

1969 

574 

295 

1197 

2066 

1970 

432 

370 

1502 

2304 

1971 

220 

669 

1720 

2609 

Sewage 

1964 

Plants  and  Special  Tanks  Emptied 

69 

77 

1966 

- 

114 

- 

114 

1968 

- 

79 

- 

79 

1969 

- 

104 

2 

106 

1970 

- 

79 

2 

81 

1971 

- 

85 

- 

85 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEJAGS 


The  County  Council's  Riblic  Health  Engineering  Department  continued  the 
preparatoiy  work  on  the  main  sewage  schemes  for  the  No.  5 area  - Vfatlington/Runcton/ 
Wiggenlialls ' , a contract  was  signed  in  March  and  work  commenced  on  1st  June,  In 
addition,  work  on  the  No,  6 area  scheme  - V/ereham/Boughton/Crimplesham/Stoke  Ferry/ 
Northwold  and  Methwold  continued.  In  December,  however,  the  County  Council 
authorised  the  Department  to  prepare  a regional  scheme  for  Iferhara  (including  the 
R.A,F.  Station) /Jormegay/Shouldham/Shouldham  Thorpe  and  Pincham,  as  considerable 
concern  had  been  shown  about  the  possibility  of  contamination  of  the  v/ater  sources  at 
Iviarhaiii  in  particular  because  of  increased  development. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  fiscal  policies  will  allow  the  completion  of  these 
schemes  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Concern  was  also  being  shown  over  the  situation  at  V/imbotsham  with  its 
increasing  development,  where  the  intention  v/as  that  the  Parish  should  be  drained 
ultimately  into  an  enlarged  Dov/nham  Market  system  which  would  not  apparently  be 
available  for  a year  or  tvro.  In  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  a troublesome 
sewr  ditch  at  the  side  of  the  playing  field  was  piped  in  during  the  year. 

The  main  sewage  treatment  plants  at  Southeiy,  Peltwell,  Pordham  and 
Barton  Bendish  and  housing  site  plants  v/ere  maintained  regularly  and  satisfactorily 
by  your  Surveyor's  Department;  the  services  of  the  laboratory  at  Attleborough 
remained  available  at  all  times, 

NATIOiiAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  194-8  - SECTION  50, 

No  burials  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 

DISjCASES  OF  ANIMALS  (V/ASTE  FOOD)  ORDER,  1937 

Administration  of  this  Order  is  delegated  to  the  Council  by  the  County 
Council,  One  person  only  is  licenced.  The  aim  of  the  Order  is  to  see  that  the 
prevention  of  animal  disease  is  minimised  by  proper  sterilisation, 

OPEN  alR  SJUduING  POOL,  v/AR  MSMORIAL  PLATING  FIELD.  PaVimA  M/JRIfflT 

There  was  again  no  public  health  problem,  and  the  condition  of  the  water 
was  maintained  by  the  staff  in  a first  class  condition.  The  Joint  Management 
CoiTjmittee  decided  that  the  cost  of  covering  the  pool  was  too  high,  but  that  in 
principal  the  pool  should  be  heated, 

THE  AN1I.IAL  BOARDING  ESTiiBLISHI/iENTS  ACT,  1963 

Three  existing  establishments  at  Methwold,  Stoke  Ferry  and  Runcton 
Holme  were  licenced  again,  together  vrith  a nev/  one  at  V/ereham,  Complaints  about 
barking  dogs  at  one  establishment  were  being  investigated, 

THE  SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT . 1 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  13  registrations  were  in  force. 
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THE  OI^Ii^ICES.  SHOPS  AIID  PAILWAT  EREM,SES  ACT.  1965 

This  Act  maJces  provision  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  persons 
employed  in  shops,  offices  and  rail\Yay  premises. 


1A  visits  were  made  under  the  Act, 


T 

: TABLE  A 

I 

( 

jREGISTRATIONS 

I AI® 

j GENERAL 
i niSESCTIQNS 

\ 

\ 

(0 

Class  of  premises 



(2) 

Number  of 

premises 
registered 
during  the 
ye-ar. 

(3) 

Total 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 

year. 

(4) 

Number  of 

registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  in- 
spection 
during  the 
year. 

! 

j 

Offices 

8 

1 

i 

Retail  Shops 

1 

43 

9' 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

3 

- 

i 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  ~ 

2 

1 

i 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

4 

- 

t ■» 

1 

{ I 

i 

TOTALS 

2 

60 

11 

I TABLE  C 
! ANAIZSIS  OP 

i Class  of  worlrelace 

0) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

I PERSONS  EMPLOyED 

I IN  REGISTERED 

1 

Offices 

'1 

21-  ’ 

I PEEMISES  BI 
j WORIOTACE 

Retail  Shops 

75  ' 

! 

I 

Wholesale  departments, 
warehouses 

15  i 

I ■ 

f 

( 

I 

I 

» 

I 

Catering  establishments  ‘2  ; 

open  to  the  public 

i 

i 

I 

Canteens 

! 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

5 , j 

TOTAL 

11B  j 

...  I 

Total  Males 

43  ; 

i 

♦ 

I 

1 

Total  Females 

78  I 

i 

i 

The  response  to  letters  requiring  compliance  with  various  provisions  of  the 
Act  was  good,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  recommend  ary  formal  action* 
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WATER  SUmiES 
(a)  Ivlain  Piped  Supplies 
General 

The  District  is  well  served  by  water  mains,  and  the  number  of  properties 
not  able  to  have  mains  v/ater  is  now  very  low„  Quite  a large  number,  however,  are 
supplied  by  standpipes,  and  mary  terraces  have  joint  standpipes.  The  policy  of  the 
Council  is  to  require  v/ater  to  be  provided  in  pipes  inside  the  house  whenever 
reasonable  and  practicable. 

The  Y^isbech  and  District  V/ater  Board  were  responsible  for  three  sources 
of  supply  to  the  Rural  District  viz, , the  northern  half  from  the  River  Nar  and  bore 
at  Marham  and  the  southern  half  from  the  bores  at  Denton  Lodge,  Feltwell  and 
Beecharawell, 

I am  indebted  to  the  Board’s  Engineer  and  Maiiager,  Mr,  C,  Llanv/arne,  B, Sc, 
Tech,,  A, M,  I.C,E,,  A,M,I.V/.E. , for  the  following  inf ormation: - 

V/ater  Analyses  1971  - Rural  District  of  Downham 

Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  undertaken  during  1971 
on  samples  from  the  Board’s  sourcev/orks  and  the  distribution  system  in  this  area. 
The  results  have  been  of  a veiy  high  standard,  liary  chemical  anal^^'ses  have  also 
been  carried  out. 

All  nev/  mains  v/ere  sterilised,  samples  talcen  and  bacteriological 
examinations  made  before  the  mains  v/ere  put  into  service.  No  connections  were 
permitted  until  the  water  in  the  mains  was  of  the  highest  standard  of  purity. 

There  were  no  cases  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply  in  Downham  Rural 
District  during  1 971 , 

V/ISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  V/iiTER  BOiJ® 


V/ater  Analyses  1971  - Rural  District  of  Dov/nham 

SUI.Ii.IAEI  OF  E/aJilNATION  AlO  ANAUbES 


Samples  Taken  Bacteriological  Examinations  Chemical  Analyses 


Board's  Works 

No.  of 

No,  of 

No.  of 

Tests 

Tests 

Tests 

Taken 

Negative 

Positive 

Raw  V/ater 

582 

527 

55 

Treated  Waters 

693 

693 

0 

Taps  (Consumers) 

43 

43 

0 

Totals 

1318 

1263 

55 

Total  of 

all  examinations 

and  analyse 

s = 1 ,478 

Out  of  the  total  of  treated  v/ater  samples  and  samples  taken  from  consumers’ 
taps  lOO^o  were  negative  on  exaaaination  for  organisms  of  the  coliform  group.  This 
represents  a very  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 


J,  S.  Collins 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist, 


4th  February,  1972. 
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km  DISTRICT  l,a.TJR  BOARD 


R.^U.RII/gION  LABOIjA'ORI 
AIIAIRSIS  OF  QATAR  SAI.JPLB 

Received  9.30  e.n.  29th  ITovember,  1971  Lab,  No,  S,1563 

■^rom  Distribution,  SysteH  off "Ivlarham  Pumpiny,  Station  and  Bex'vell  Reservoir 
Labelled  Tau,  Nater  Board  Offices,  Oldfield  Lane,  YJisbech. 

T alee n by  J,  G-reen  Date  and  Time  29/11/71  9.30, .a. in. 

3 R SIOAL  GliAR/iCTERIST  ICS 


Appearance  , Clear  and  Bright  pH  7.3 

Turbidity  (units)  Nil  Odour  Nil 

Colour  (■'lazen  units)  Nil  Taste  Nil 

CT-nilTCAL  RESNLTS  BT  PARTS  PGR  NILIJON 

■'^ree  carbon  diovide  21}.,  2 Aluminium  (A1 ) 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

Ca.lcmum  (Ca) 

97.5 

Ifhrs.  at  27oG 

0.30 

/mnoniacal  nitrogen 

Nil 

Iron  (Ne)  Na 

int  Trace 

Albumionoid  nitrogen 

0.025 

Hague  slum  (lig) 

5.86 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

• 

CO  ■ 

Nanganese  (in) 

Nil 

Nitrite  nitrogen 

Nil 

Lead  (Pb) 

Nil 

Alkalinity  as  CaCo^ 

207.5 

Sod-ium  (iTa) 

Not  ercamined 

Hardness  as  CaCo^ 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Nil 

Total 

268 

Silica  (Si02) 

6.5 

Carbonate  (temporary)'  207.5 

Sulphate  (SOA) 

33.6 

Non-carbonate  (pemant) 60. 5 

Carbonate  (CO^) 

124.5 

Residual  chlorine 

0.35 

Chloride  (Cl) 

25 

Total  solids,  dried  at  l30OG  357 

Pluoride  (P) 

Nil 

BAGTEM0T.0G-IC/= 

■L  RESULTS 

I'Tumber  of  bacteria  gi 

roAving  on  agar  per  ml. 

in  24  hrs.  at  37 °G 

0 

Number  of  bacteria  grov/’in.'v  on  apar  ’-^er  ml.  in  72  hrs,  at  20°-22°G  0 

Goliform  count  uer  lOOml.  0 

Bact,  coli  I count  uer  100  ml,  0 

RBTDRT 

The  above  results  indicate  a A'/ater  pure  and  ATholesome  in  character.  It  is 
Suitable  both  chemically  and  bacteriologi'cally  as  a -public  supply  for  drinIcing 
and  domestic  -purnoses. 


Date:  23th  January,  1972 

J.  S.  Collins 
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Chemist  and  Bacteriologist 


VlbBaCn  hliP  DI^iliaT  BOAIvD 

..iiJBR  L/iBORiJrOKI 

1 '-]'lAT7r  SIS  OP  > l AT-ixi.  SAl.u'ijii 


deceived  11.45  14th  December,  1971  Dab,  IIo. 

Prom  Denton  Lodge  Pumping  Station 
Labelled  Denton  Lodge  Hav/  hater 

TaJcen  by  A. VI.  Blighty  Date  and  Time  14/12/71 

HilSIGiiL  OIL'JiACTB-JSx'IGS 


S.1656 


10.00  a.m. 


Appearance  Glear  and  Bright 

pH  7.3 

Turbidity  (units)  Nil 

Odour  Nil 

Colour  (Hazen  units)  Nil 

Taste 

CiINlilGnL 

xRSULTS  IN 

PATHS  PGR  LilLnlON 

Pree  carbon  dionide 

15.4 

Aluminium  (A1  ) 

Nil 

Ozygen  absorbed  in 

Ii-hrs,  at  27  G 

Calcium  (Ca) 

70 

0.02 

Iron  (Pe) 

Ammonisral  nitrogen 

Nil  

0.01 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.01 

I^gnesium  (Tg) 

3.41 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

5.9 

iianganese  (aja) 

X il 

ITitx.ite  nitrogen 

Nil 

Lead  (xb) 

.,il 

Allzalinity  as  GaGO, 

5 

165 

SodiuiJ  (Na)  Not 

examined 

Hardness  as  Ga00_ 

J 

^inc  (ZaJ 

Nil 

Total 

192 

Silica  (biO.) 

6.5 

Ga rbona te  ( tei  iporary ) 

165 

Sulphate  (SO^ ) 

Non-ca  rbonate  ( Pe  K.miient ; 

27 

Carbonate  (CO^) 

99 

Residual  ciilorine 

— 

Chloride  (G1  ) 

15 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180°C 

250 

Pluoride  (P) 

0.05 

BA-.TAiIGLaGIGi-L  KBS  JITS 

lluiiiber  of  be.ctexia  gron'ing  on  agar  per  ml,  in  21y.  hrs.  at  37°G  0 

i-uinber  of  bacteria  ,^rov/ing  on  agar  .er  ral.  in  /Bhra,  at  20'^-22°G  0 


Goliform  count  per  100  ml,  0 

Bact,  coli  I count  per  100  ml,  0 

xlL!jX~Ox'lI? 

The  above  results  indicate  s nater  pure  and  \7holeso:..i3  in  cliaracter  \/hich 
will  be  suitable  aPter  precautionaiy  chlorination  as  a public  suioply  for  drinking 
and  domestic  oumoses. 


Date;  23th  January,  1972, 


J. S,  Gollins 

Ihemist  and  Bacberiologist 
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* (b)  Small  V/ater  Supplies 


Samples  were  taken  from  one  source  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  yeair, 
and  these  were  satisfactoryo 

The  County  Council  exarained  one  sample  of  well  water  to  be  used  for  infant 
feeding,  and  the  nitrate  quantity  was  not  excessive  for  this  purpose. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Act. 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)® 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3»4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  \i;hich  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

101 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers* 
premises) . (These  are 
building  sites). 

71 

16 

Totals: 

172 

24 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  v;hich  defects 
were  found 

Nximber  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

were  instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (So7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

- 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

•• 

• ^ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total: 

3 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3»  Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

16  outworkers  were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  District. 

4.  The  District  Council  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law 


- 25  - 


relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  at  Fax:tories  in  which  mechanical 
power  is  utilised,  although  general  powers  are  provided  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  deal  with  certain  conditions  at 
Factories,  and  in  relation  to  infectious  diseaseso 

REGISTERED  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  none  in  this  District, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


The  height  of  one  new  chimney  stack  v;as  approved  during  the  year, 
and  no  other  formal  action  was  necessary, 

DESTRUCTION  OF  PESTS 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice 

The  Co\mcil  employs  one  Rodent  Operator  who  is  provided  with  a small 
van  and  the  necessary  equipment,  A lock-up  store  is  provided  for  poisons 
and  baits. 

The  Council  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  ensuring  that  owners  and 
occupiers  keep  their  land  free  of  rats  and  mice,  \/hilst  free  treatment  or 
advice  was  given  at  domestic  premises,  a charge  of  70p  per  hour  was  made 
at  3^  business  and  20  agricultural  premises, 

383  separate  treatments  were  carried  out  and  visits  were  made 

during  the  year, 

(b)  Other  Pests 

The  refuse  tips  were  treated  regularly  with  insecticide  against  fly 
and  cricket  infestations,  and  private  premises  were  occasionally  treated  for 
cockroach,  flea,  ant  and  silverfish  infestations. 

Fifty-three  wasps  nests  were  also  destroyed. 


G.S.  SENNITT,  j 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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